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Sacred Heart Statue 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass, and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


wa Please Order From: 


WILL & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 


“1 Pray the Mass’ 


By Father Hoever, S. O, Cist. 


A splendid Sunday Missal and complete prayer 
book combined. Large, clear type, in red and 
black. Spiritual thoughts for each Sunday and 
week following. 448 pages. 5 x 3% in. 5 

Prices: Black or white leatherette, red‘ 
edges, 35¢; black durotex, red edges, 50¢; black 
or white imitation leather, red under gold edges, 
$1.10; genuine black seal grain leather, red 
under gold edges, $1.50; deluxe genuine black 
morroco leather, $3.50. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Woven Emblem and Satin Orphreys ; to Match 
ll liturgically correct as to design. a cplor. 
: “3 lencasdllien deliveries. io 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Y:. 
THOMAS. A;-BLAKE 
“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
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For new and renewal Subscriptions to 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


ONE Subscription 

Our Lady of Fatima — An immensely popular booklet and one 
particularly timely for the month of August, because of 
the vital message it carries from the Heart of Mary to 
our present troubled world. OR: — 

Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractive cards with en- 
couraging verses and prayers. OR: — 

Scheyern Cross — A small metal cross, which has been touched 

5 to a relic of the True Cross. OR: — 

“ Jesus Blessing Little Children — Sepia print, 7% x 10 inches. 
An appealing picture with which to adorn your children’s 
room. 

TWO Subscriptions 

Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His Holiness, 
Pope Pius XII, lithographed in colors, mounted on a 
colored background. You will be delighted with this 

lovely picture of our beloved Holy Father. OR: — 
The Treasures of the Mass — One of the best available ex- 
planations of the prayers, ceremonies and mysteries of 

the Mass, written in simple and inspiring language. 


THREE Subscriptions 

Golden Links — A complete, vest-pocket size prayer book. 
Contains all the ordinary prayers and devotions, and many 
litanies and beautiful prayers in honor of the Blessed 
Trinity, the Holy Ghost, the Blessed Virgin, St. Joseph 
and other saints. Small print. 347 pages; imitation 
leather binding. OR: — 

I Pray the Mass — See description on opposite cover for this 
splendid Sunday missal and prayer book combined. 


© SIX Subscriptions 
Jesus, King of Love — An inspiring book on the love of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus and of wonderful ‘graces received 
through the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the 
home, related in his own inimitable way by Rev. Father 
) Mateo, SS.CC. Red cloth binding. 286 pages. 


Please Mention Choice of Premium. 


Benedictine Convent of ‘Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 











Saint Augustine, Bishop, Confessor and Doctor of the Church 


(Feast, August 28) 
From a life of sin, Augustine was converted to a life of sublime sanctity through 


his saintly mother’s prayers and tears. From his own experience he could say: “Thou 
hast made us for Thyself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless till they rest in Thee.” 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 
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The Most Pure Heart of Mary 


—=0e0q— 





10. Gal HE Immaculate Heart of the august Mother of God has at- 
Shere g} tracted the ineffable complacency of the Most Holy Trinity, 
~® and all heaven unites to celebrate her unspeakable love 
and her incomparable grandeurs. Earth, too, must echo 
the eternal jubilation in heaven in order to glorify worthily 
the admirable Heart of this Blessed Mother whose power- 
ful love obtains every grace for souls. Therefore does 
Holy Mother Church dedicate the month of August to the special 
veneration of the Pure Heart of Mary, and endeavor to teach us that 
the Heart of Mary is the pathway leading to the Heart of Jesus, the 
golden gate opening into the Heart of her Son. She wills that all should 
pass through this doorway, and that having entered it, they should 
admire the riches, the hidden splendor of the palace of love, which is 
Mary’s Heart. Therein they will find priceless treasures from which 
they may freely draw, and through this most holy Heart of the Mother 
of Jesus they will be enabled to enter into a union with God, more 
intimate, more habitual, more transforming than any they could hope 
to reach through another means. 

The Most Pure Heart of Mary is usually represented wreathed 
with flowers, pierced by a sword and having flames bursting forth from 
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it. The flowers are emblematic of Mary’s immaculate purity, never 
sullied by the slightest stain of sin, either original or actual, so that 
the Most High says of her: “Thou art all beautiful and in thee there 
is no stain.” The Pure Heart of Mary is the heaven of the Heart of 
Jesus. The King of kings could not have left the heaven of His glory 
except for the heaven of Mary’s purity and love. He could not depart 
from the heaven of the angels, save to enter the heaven of the Queen 
of angels. Heaven is the abode of the Divinity wherein nothing sullied 
may enter. The thrice-holy God found blemish in His angels, but He 
could perceive none in their Queen, His Immaculate Mother. 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary is depicted not only wreathed with 
flowers ‘but pierced with a sword. Sometimes this Immaculate Heart 
is represented as pierced with one, sometimes with seven swords. These 
symbolize the suffering and sorrow that was the lot of this Immaculate 
Heart, in a degree surpassing that of any other human being save 
and except Jesus alone. Sanctity and suffering are closely related to 
each other. In the saints and servants of God one was largely the 
gauge and measure of the other. They were holy and dear to God in 
proportion to the crosses that He laid upon them. The Immaculate 
Mother’s Heart endured an interior crucifixion and torture in the 
sufferings of her Divine Son that were the counterpart of His own. The 
sinister blows and cruel sufferings that pierced her soul were caused, 
as in the Heart of Jesus, by the sins and infidelities of the children 
whom she loved. But all the while an unfailing wine of mercy pours 
forth from these two broken Hearts. Oh, sweetness of the Heart of 
Jesus and the Heart of Mary! When pain and sorrow and disappoint- 
ment were at their height, Divine love and maternal affection were 
offering Blood and tears for sinners, obtaining a pardon none deserved 
and scarcely any desired. Forgetful of the piercing nails and the 
plunging sword, these two Hearts, which in all creation treasure most 
the love of souls, were reaching out to heal with a loving pardon the 
wounds of sin. 

The flames issuing from the Heart of Mary are symbolical of the 
love that burned so brightly in that Immaculate Heart. The Heart 
of Mary was all absorbed and consumed with love in contemplating and 
adoring her beloved Son and God. Each instant of her life was an 
act of adoration of that Infinite Love who descended to earth to kindle 
a Divine fire in the hearts of men. The holy ardor of her loving 
adoration was Mary’s happiness on earth, and is her crowning felicity 
in heaven. 

The Immaculate Heart of Mary is a Heart of incomprehensible 
goodness. It dries the tears of the afflicted; it burns with zeal for the 
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salvation of souls; it is the City of Refuge for sinners; it is a living 
fount of blessings, an abyss of grace for all; it is the joy and hope of 
mortals, 

This Heart is also the harbinger of Eternal Day for the souls 
in purgatory. By virtue of her part in the expiation of their iniquity 
and the sweet maternal comfort she afforded Jesus, as far as she could, 
in His Passion, by virtue of the inestimable merits of the Precious 
Blood and her own most holy 
tears, the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary obtains for the poor suf- 
ferers who await the manifesta- 
tion of the glorious Countenance 
of her Divine Son, a more 
speedy deliverance than they 
would otherwise obtain. Her 
compassion for them knows no 
limit, and these helpless chil- 
dren, condemned to expiatory 
punishment, become the true 
children of her Heart. She is 
their consolation in exile, and 
by her merits and intercession 
raises to the abode of celestial 
joy, as soon as the Divine will 
permits, these helpless souls 
consumed in the cleansing fire. 
Mindful of their dire need we 
ought to supplicate the Sacred 
Heart of Jesus through the Most 
Pure Heart of Mary to open up 
the eternal gates and with open 
arms receive these souls of pre- 
dilection, saying: “Come to Me, 
My little ones, for I have loved you with an everlasting love. There- 
fore have I drawn you to My Heart.” 

Finally, the Most Pure Heart of Mary is the hope of the world 
in the cataclysm into which it has fallen. Mary herself made this 
known in her apparitions at Fatima, Portugal, in 1917. These appari- 
tions are a confirmation of the words spoken over two hundred years 
ago by Blessed Grignon De Montfort, the devoted servant of Mary, 
who said: “It is in the Heart of Mary that the world will find again 
true fraternity; it is by the Heart of Mary that it will obtain pardon 
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and mercy of God; it is with the Heart of Mary that the New City 
will be built in truth, justice and charity; it is for the Heart of Mary, 
for its honor and glory, that humanity, grateful and free, will, in the 
near future, increase its manifestations of love and filial gratitude.” 

In the apparitions of Fatima, Mary expressly requested the prac- 
tice and spread of devotion to her Immaculate Heart, saying that it is 
in the designs of the Divine Mercy to cure the world through this 
Heart. For, as the heart of a mother triumphs over the anger of a 
father in an earthly family, so the Heart of Mary will triumph by 
averting the full onslaught of God’s justice upon the sinful world. 
Mary also indicated the manner in which she wishes her Immaculate 
Heart to be honored, requesting the consecration of the world to her 
Immaculate Heart, and asking for a homage of reparation on the first 
Saturday of each month, promising special graces to all those who on 
the first Saturday of five consecutive months receive Holy Communion, 
say the Rosary and spend a quarter of an hour meditating on the mys- 
teries of the Rosary; and thirdly, Our Lady urged the fervent and 
frequent recitation of the Rosary. 

Our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII; gratified the first desire of Our 
Lady by the consecration of the world to her Immaculate Heart on 
October 31, 1942. Following his example, the Bishops of Mexico 
recently consecrated their country to the Immaculate Heart, and in 
our own country, fourteen dioceses have been so consecrated during 
the past year. But in order that Mary may reign by her Heart over 
the entire world, Catholics one and all must invoke and honor her. 
Those who have not yet begun to honor in a special way her Immacu- 
late Heart will find the month of August a most fitting time to begin 
to do so. For, being the month of her Most Pure Heart, the Sacred 
Penitentiary has granted an indulgence of five years for each day on 
which the faithful offer prayers or other acts of piety in honor of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, and to those who persevere in such devout 
exercises throughout the month, a plenary indulgence is granted under 
the usual conditions. (“Preces et Pia Opera,” #355.) 

Let, then, each one consecrate himself to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary and honor her image; recite the Rosary daily in her honor, or 
at least as often as possible; frequently utter an aspiration such as: 
“Immaculate Heart of Mary, pray for us”; or “Sweet Heart of Mary, 
be my salvation” (300 days indulgence; plenary, once a month, under 
the usual conditions. “Preces et Pia Opera,” #352). And especially 
let all practice the devotion of the Five First Saturdays, by receiving 
Holy Communion in reparation, reciting the Rosary and meditating 
for fifteen minutes on its mysteries. 
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= N THE VERY heart of summer, in the early harvest-time, 
/ Holy Mother Church celebrates the most glorious of all 
feasts of Our Lady, that of her Assumption into heaven. 
The other feasts of Mary, so beautiful and so full of Divine 
grace, show us how great Our Blessed Mother was; they 
honor the dignities to which by God’s grace she was raised, the preroga- 
tives and privileges that were given her because of her eminent position 
in God’s designs; they extol the loftiness of her virtues and the greatness 
and depth of her sufferings. But the feast of the Assumption shows 
us the greatness of Our Blessed Mother’s reward. It commemorates 
her death and bodily assumption into heaven, where her body and 
soul were again uniied and she was gloriously crowned as heaven’s 
Queen. 

Of Our Blessed Mother’s life after the ascension of Our Lord, 
we know little. The last time she is mentioned in the New Testament 
is in the first chapter of the Acts of the Apostles, where we are told 
that she was persevering with one mind in prayer with the disciples, 
awaiting the coming of the Holy Ghost. And truly, it is fitting that 
she whose mind and soul were so apart from all the affairs and things 
of this world should pass her last years in obscurity, living the hidden 
life, persevering in prayer and communion with God. 

But when at length death loosed the bonds which held back Mary’s 
sinless soul from perfect union with God, it must have caused but 
small surprise to the Apostles to learn, upon opening her grave three 
days after her burial, that her body too had been assumed into heaven 
to share in the celestial glory of her soul. The Assumption was but 
the fitting crown to her holy life, which, immaculately conceived, had 
been lived from the beginning of its existence in the grace and under 
the shadow of the Holy Spirit. The Apostles, therefore, rejoiced in 
the realization of the supereminent reward and triumph of Mary. 
Their joy was the joy of Mary’s victory, a joy full and complete 
because their beloved Mistress, the Daughter, the Mother, the Spouse of 
God Almighty, had been enthroned in splendor near her Divine Son, 
where as Queen of heaven and earth she shared ih His kingly power 
and dignity. 

Following the example of the Apostles, her first members, and 
the first to celebrate Mary’s Assumption into heaven, the Church has 
ever celebrated this feast with exultant joy. She cries out to the faith- 
ful in the Introit of the Mass: “Let us all rejoice in the Lord, celebrat- 
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ing this feast of the Blessed Virgin Mary; while in heaven the angels 
rejoice over her Assumption and join in praise of the Son of God!” 

St. John Damascene, the eloquent doctor of the eighth century, in 
a sermon delivered on the occasion of this feast, gives us a vivid 
picture of the joy of the angels when the spotless Virgin, herself a living 
heaven, took her place in the heavenly mansions. He exclaims exultant- 
ly, “This day the holy and animated Ark of the Living God, she who 
conceived in her womb her Creator, rests in the temple of the Lord 
which was not made with hands. Her ancestor David leaps, and with 
him the angels lead the dance. The archangels make celebration, the 
virtues show joy, the principalities exult, the powers rejoice together. 
The dominations are joyful, the thrones keep holiday, the cherubim 
utter praise, the seraphim proclaim her glory.” 

The feast of the Assumption is indeed a cause of joy both to 
angels and to men! What joy it is to us to ponder on the glory and 
power of Mary in heaven where she reigns in majesty! In the Kingdom 
of her Son, she is Sovereign and rules with Him over the full extent 
of His empire. What glory shines from her in this Queenly dignity! 
Nor is the glory of her Motherhood less resplendent. Holier far than 
the Ark of the Covenant, which no man could touch and live, Mary, 
the tabernacle in whom the Son of God had dwelt, is now rewarded 
with a special glory befitting the sublime office she exercised on earth. 
And in accordance with this prerogative, one of her greatest joys in 
heaven is to fulfil, even to the end of the world, the tender office of 
Mother to all the children and servants of the Church. She is our 
Guide, instructing and leading us on the paths she has trod, teaching 
us to convert the sufferings of time into the glories of eternity, inter- 
ceding for us in every need. 

Mary, Queen of all the angels and saints, she who exceedingly 
surpasses them in glory, surpasses them too in the power of her inter- 
cession with God, and this is to her a cause of supreme rejoicing. 
There, in heaven, she pleads for all her children with outstretched 
hands before her Son, averting His anger, and obtaining innumerable’ 
graces for those who call upon her with pure and loving hearts. May 
we ever be worthy of her intercession! May this feast of the Assump- 
tion of Our Blessed Mother fill us with ever deeper joy and bear new 
fruit in our souls! May it be to us the assurance that we too may 
look for the reward which Jesus has merited for us, so that in imitation 
of the fidelity of Mary, in obedience, in purity of soul and body, in 
submission to our trials, we may come at length to the glory of heaven, 
to the sight and knowledge of Mary, its glorious Queen, to the posses- 
sion and enjoyment of God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
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Wovena for the Feast of the Assumption 
oon 


HE saints and angels have power with 

God because they are holy, because they 
approach near the Almighty. But the interces- 
sion of the Blessed Virgin as far surpasses that 
of the saints and angels together as her sanctity 
goes beyond theirs, and as her union with God 
is unspeakably more intimate. 

Among men, no son with a noble heart 
would refuse the just requests of a good, fond 
mother. And what son could ever repay the 
love, the care, the solicitude of a tender mother? 
But the love of Mary for her Son Jesus, who 
was her God also, was greater than the love of 
all mothers that have lived, or ever shall live, 
put together. From the pure blood of Mary’s 
Immaculate Heart were formed the sacred Body 
and Blood of the Incarnate Word. With un- 
speakable affection Mary watched over the child- 
hood of Jesus. With all the affection of a fond 
mother she loved Jesus during His life, and 
shared all the sorrows of His Passion and Death. 
Mary stood by the Cross and caught the last 
sigh of her dying Jesus. After death, with what 
sorrowing love did she press to her heart the 
dead Body of her Son! Can Jesus now in para- 
dise forget the all-absorbing love of His dear 
Mother? Cuan the Divine Son Jesus refuse the 
just requests of His holy Mother Mary? Cer- 
tainly not, and especially as her petitions are 
always in accordance with the intentions of His 
own Sacred Heart and redound to the honor and 
glory of His Eternal Father. 

St. Bridget once heard Jesus say to Mary, 
“Ask what you wish from Me... Because you 
refused Me nothing on earth, I will refuse you 
nothing in heaven.” 

The Blessed Virgin asks of her Son Jesus 
help for the weak, confidence for the despondent, consolation for the 
afflicted and strength for the relapsing; she asks for grace to touch 
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and melt the sinner’s hardened heart; she asks for the salvation of 
souls bought by the Precious Blood of the Redeemer. 

Confide, then, in the intercession of this powerful and compassion- 
ate Mother, and recommend to her your cares and anxieties by a 
Novena of prayer in preparation for the glorious feast of her Assump- 
tion into heaven (August 6th to 14th). Recommend to her especially 
the speedy and victorious ending of world hostilities, the safe return 
of our soldier boys and a just and lasting peace. 

In our four sanctuaries of Perpetual Adoration, a public Novena 
will be offered to Our Blessed Mother during these days. Will you 


not unite your prayers with ours? All who wish may send their 
petitions to be placed near the Blessed Sacrament during the Novena. 


—_~<—_——an 


Will Love Sacrifice? 


*KeKeoKe 


“Caballeros del Santisimo Sacramento,” the Spanish 
group of the “Knights of the Blessed Sacrament” 
of Tucson, Arizona, who celebrated their eighth 
birthday of nocturnal adoration on Corpus Christi, 
June 8, 1944. 

The Association of “Caballeros del Santisimo Sacramento,” under 
the patronage of St. Joseph, was inaugurated on the feast of Corpus 
Christi, in 1936, with the approbation of the Most Rev. Daniel J. Gercke, 
Bishop of Tucson. Like all works that are to become real monuments 
to the glory of God, this Association, too, in its beginning, was beset 
with difficulties. But God had chosen souls on whose fidelity and spirit 
of sacrifice He could rely to place the work on a firm footing, and, 
like a Philibert Vrou of Lille, or a Leon DuPont of Tours, the first 
faithful adorers were firm pillars that supported it in those first years 
of its inauguration and have ever since been the enthusiastic promoters 
of the nocturnal Eucharistic worship. 

God first sowed the seed for the development of this Association 
in the heart of one of these men, and he in turn dropped the seed into 
the hearts of a number of others. It fell on good soil, and as a con- 
sequence germinated rapidly. The first meeting of seven members 
was held on May 11, 1936. Here the matter was discussed and the 
program outlined. They determined to act without delay, and that 
very evening formed the resolution to carry the plan into effect, though 
they saw clearly how much sacrifice it would entail. Their intention 
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was to keep the nocturnal adoration in the chapel of the Benedictine 
Convent of Perpetual Adoration every week from Thursday 9 P. M. to 
Friday 4 A.M. The flame kindled in the hearts of these zealous apostles 
soon spread, and within a month’s time a sufficient number of. pledges 
had been received, so that on Corpus Christi, June 11, these faithful 
guards kept their first all-night Eucharistic vigil before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed in the Benedictine Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration. 
It was a new cxperience for most of them, but before they left the 
prie-dieux that night they felt the truth of the statement uttered by a 
saintly lover of the Blessed: Sacrament, that “never do we spend a 
moment in fervent prayer before the Most Blessed Sacrament without 
receiving greater consolations from Christ than the world with all its 
joys and pleasures is capable of giving; without experiencing that Jesus 
is there with hands full of treasures and with a Heart full of love.” 
The radiating influence of the Holy Eucharist in family life is 
strikingly manifested in the families of these first faithful adorers. 
Already during the first year a little boy of eight begged to be received 
as a “Knight of the Blessed Sacrament”; surely it must have been a 
spectacle to the angels to see this little child kneeling beside his father 
week after week in the Sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration in the early 
hours of the morning, usually from two to three A.M. It was not 
long before a younger brother obtained leave to accompany his father 
and brother on these weekly “visits to God” at night. But, two brothers 
going each week with their father to receive God’s blessings at night 
was too much for the little four-year-old boy remaining, and he pleaded 
to be permitted to accompany them. For some time the father refused 
because of the little one’s tender age, but week after week found the 
little Gilbert in tears when the others left home. At times he would 
be put to bed in his grandmother’s apartment so that he would not 
be awakened when the older brothers would arise and leave home with 
their father; but all to no avail. Finally, the devout father yielded to 
the child’s request, and ever since the age of four he has been a faithful 
little “Knight of the Blessed Sacrament.” God has not been unmindful 
of the sacrifices of these innocent children, and now, after eight years 
of weekly vigils before the Most Blessed Sacrament at night, the oldest 
of these boys, now 16 years of age, feels the call to the holy priesthood 
and will begin his preparatory seminary studies in the near future. 
A similar instance is that of the first “pillar” of the nocturnal 
adoration in Tucson. His spirit of self-sacrifice was not long in receiv- 
ing its reward, for within a short time after the Association had been 
founded, one of his youthful sons, who was his father’s faithful com- 
panion every Thursday night, answered the call to the holy priesthood 
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and is now nearing his goal. How all the sacrifices of these eight 
years will disappear in the eyes of this good father when he sees his 
son a priest at the altar, calling from heaven the very God whom he 
has so faithfully adored! This good father has also merited the 
privilege of having his only daughter called to the religious life of 
a Sister of Perpetual Adoration. 

An elderly adorer, living in the heart of the city, takes the last 
bus out to the Adoration Chapel about midnight. When he leaves 
at one o’clock or later there is no transportation available, and he 
walks the 4144 miles back to his home — walks in the strength of 
the graces he has received during that silent hour before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. 

Many of the once faithful adorers are now in the service of our 
country, but when home on furloughs they never forget their faithful 
Friend exposed in the monstrance in the Benedictine Sanctuary of 
Perpetual Adoration. So much comfort did one of these young men 
find there after his long absence from home that four consecutive 
hours were not too much for him to spend with Jesu Hostia. 

In the early years of its inauguration, the members of this Asso- 
ciation adopted an ideal: Faithful Service of the Most Blessed Sacra- 
ment, as well as a motto: Will Love Sacrifice? These “Caballeros,” 
true to their motto, have been a source of edification to all who 
come in contact with them. In the first year of the Association, to 
safeguard the Most Blessed Sacrament, it was thought advisable to 
have a captain on guard throughout the night, even though the adorers 
scheduled for each hour were there on duty. Two of the pioneers 
volunteered for this service, each spending half of the night in the 
Chapel “on guard.” This they continued to do for an entire year, 
until the fidelity of the Knights gave assurance that this was no longer 
necessary. 

The “Caballeros del Santisimo Sacramento” now number twenty- 
six active members.* All of the members participate in the adoration 
every Thursday night unless duty or other circumstances render it 
impossible. The “Caballeros” have offered a total of almost 10,000 
hours of adoration since the inauguration of the Association in 1936. 

Surely the words of Father Mateo, the fervent apostle of the 
Sacred Heart, are applicable to these men: “You have a continual 
miracle in Tucson!.. The night adorers are entitled to miracles of 
grace, for they pay the ransom by the sacrifices which they unite to 
their prayers.” 


*This Association is separate from that of the Knights of Columbus, 
which at present has about 80 active members. 
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The Sacred Heart is the Rewarder 
of the Saints 


2-0 One® 


HE Sacred Heart of Jesus gave to St. Gertrude 

the special mission of making known through 
her writings the treasures of sweetness of this Di- 
vine Heart. Having frequently favored her with 
extraordinary revelations throughout her life, her 
Divine Spouse charged her to record them faith- 
fully for the edification and instruction of others. 
Among these marvelous revelations is to be found 
one depicting the glory of St. Bernard and St. 
Augustine in heaven. The saint tells us that on 
the eve of the feast of St. Bernard, as she was 
meditating on the merits of the holy doctor, who had poured out such 
burning words of heavenly doctrine during his lifetime, the holy abbot 
appeared to her in great glory, shining with celestial beauty. His 
breast, heart and hands seemed covered with golden plates, encrusted 
with precious stones, from which shone brilliant rays of light. These 
golden plates, it was made known to her, represented the beauty of 
his salutary doctrine. After being long meditated in his heart, it arose 
to kis blessed mouth, leaving it to be spread over the world. His 
pure hands wrote out faithfully this doctrine for the salvation of all 
who would profit by it. The precious stones represented especially 
his burning words which breathed forth the love of God. They seemed 
to send forth bright rays into the center of the Divine Heart of Jesus, 
and gave to God an inexpressible delight. 

St. Gertrude then saw how Our Lord, after having drawn from the 
hearts of all in heaven and on earth, all the progress and devotion 
that each had gained from the words and writings of the saint, gathered 
them all into His Heart. Thence He poured forth all these merits 
and brilliant rays into St. Bernard’s soul. This delightful pouring out 
seemed to draw from St. Bernard’s heart, as from a lute, marvelously 
sweet sounds; they represented the virtues of the saint, particularly 
his innocence and love. 

St. Gertrude then asked Our Lord to show her the glory merited 
by St. Augustine, for from her childhood she had cherished a tender 
devotion to this illustrious doctor, and was accustomed to give God 
many thanks for all the benefits she had received through his interces- 
sion. This glorious pontiff then appeared to her at St. Bernard’s side 
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in equal glory. He was not inferior in the perfection of a very holy 
life or in the salutary doctrine which he had spread so sweetly abroad. 
The great bishop, worthy of God, stood before the throne of the Divine 
Majesty in the ineffable beauty of heavenly glory. He, like St. Bernard, 
drew from the depths of his heart burning rays of fire, which he 
directed to the center of the Divine Heart of Jesus. These rays signi- 
fied the ardent eloquence by which he had inflamed the hearts of men 
with love of God. 

Our Lord then attracted to His Divine Heart, as He had done in 
regard to St. Bernard, all the fruits of faith, consolation, learning, 
illumination and love, wrought in the hearts of the inhabitants of 
heaven and earth by the words of St. Augustine. Then He caused 
them to flow back into the heart of the saint, beautified and enriched 
by contact with His own Sacred Heart. This outpouring of grace 
entirely filled the heart of this holy doctor, and caused it to produce 
most harmonious sounds, very pleasing to God. 

St. Gertrude noticed a difference between the notes emitted from 
the heart of St. Bernard and that of St. Augustine, and she was given 
to understand that what made the sounds from St. Bernard’s heart most 
sweet was his virginal purity and his tender love for God. In the 
case of St. Augustine, the sweetest sounds proceeded from his loving 
repentance and the fervor of his burning love for God. It would, 
however, have been difficult to say which sounds gave the greater de- 
light to those who heard them. Then St. Bernard said to St. Gertrude: 
“These are the modulations spoken of in Holy Scripture where it says, 
‘This holy city is dear to God, filled with modulations and songs of 
praise. The heart of each saint resounds eternally before God with 
the sweet songs of his virtues.” 

As St. Gertrude was accustomed always to look forward to the 
different feasts of the Church with longing and joy, meditating lov- 
ingly upon them beforehand, she merited to receive astounding graces, 
such as we have just related. It was her special custom to thank God 
for the benefits and graces He had bestowed upon the saints, and God 
deigned to make known to her in a revelation how great glory redounds 
to the saints and to Him through this practice. Let us, too, imitate 
this great saint and prepare our hearts and minds for the commemora- 
tion of the great mysteries of our Redemption and the liturgical feasts, 
which re-enact the share of the saints in Christ’s Divine work. 





NOTE: The feast of St. Bernard occurs on August 20th; that of 
St. Augustine on August 28th. 
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NE DAY, shortly after commencing His public ministry, 
A Jesus preached a long sermon to a great crowd of people 
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who had followed Him. After giving clear and detailed 

instructions on what they must do in order to lead a God- 
pleasing life, He exclaimed: “You therefore are to be perfect, even 
as your Heavenly Father is perfect” (Matt. v. 48). This cry was re- 
echoed by the Prince of the Apostles in his first epistle, when, counsel- 
ing his newly-made converts, he said: “... as the One who called you 
is holy, be you also holy in all your behavior...” (Peter i. 15). And 
it has been re-echoed down through the centuries by all fervent apostles 
laboring for the sanctification of souls. Yet, sad to say, the seed of 
this precious doctrine too often falls on barren ground, and fails to 
produce the abundant fruit which it ought to bring forth. 

In our own day, this call of Christ is being taken up also by 
Father Mateo, the well-known apostle of the Sacred Heart, who like 
another Paul traverses the world, preaching everywhere this too much 
forgotten doctrine of sanctity. “Become saints! The world is dying 
because saints are lacking!” — This is the keynote of Father Mateo’s 
preaching. Whatever may be the subject of his discourse, the keynote, 
the refrain, is always the same: SANCTITY. Personal sanctity — 
one’s own personal sanctification, he insists, is the first and greatest 
glory of the Sacred Heart, and the first and last duty of every 
Christian. 

In speaking to our community, he repeated with great emphasis 
that the motive of religious in renouncing the world and consecrating 
their lives to God should not be merely to save their souls, or the 
souls of others, but first and above all to become SAINTS. And this, 
by extension, applies to every baptized soul, for to every soul regen- 
erated in the waters of baptism the Spirit of God addresses this sub- 
lime invitation. It is not, primarily, by reason of their vows that 
religious are bound to strive for perfection, but, first of all, because of 
their baptism. Perfection, therefore, or sanctity, is not a privilege 
reserved for priests and religious, but for all Christians — men, women 
and children — whether in the cloister or in the world. In giving you, 
then, the words of Father Mateo addressed to our religious community, 


it is that you may translate them to your own walk and condition of 
life. 
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“We are passing through a tremendous, an awful crisis, every- 
where,” said Father Mateo. “Not only war — many things worse 
than the war, I should say. I consider it well to say these things, 
especially this great truth: the Church badly needs saints, saints, 
SAINTS! Not good people— but saints, SAINTS — especially in 
convents. Saints, with a capital S. People everywhere speak about 
the war and victory. You could have a military victory tomorrow 
and have your country lost without the King, without His victory. 

“Listen to a very interesting and eloquent case. During the last 
war, there was in a certain convent in France a Sister, a good Sister, 
but not at all a fervent Sister desiring to become a saint. No, no; she 
was too much preoccupied with the war. She had two brothers on 
the battlefield; too much worried. Three or four times a day she 
went to the chapel and annoyed Our Lord with the ejaculation: ‘Lord 
Jesus, when will you give us our victory, OUR VICTORY! The war 
is so long and so cruel! (As if Our Lord did not know that!) When 
will you give us our victory?’ 

“One day when she said that ejaculation, repeating ‘our victory,’ 
she heard a voice from the tabernacle: ‘What victory are you asking 
for, child and spouse?’ Then, astonished, she said: ‘Lord Jesus, the 
military victory! Please! the war is so long, so cruel!’ Then the 
same voice replied: “The military victory is My own concern. Leave 
that to Me! Leave that to Me! Instead of asking for that victory, 
please, child and spouse, ask for Mine, for MINE, FOR MINE!’ 
Trembling, the Sister asked: ‘And what victory is that?’ The voice 
answered: ‘You, a religious, a consecrated soul! You do not know 
which is My victory? MY VICTORY? — Become a saint! Become 
a saint! BECOME A SAINT!’ 

“Believe me, this is the great thing. We ought to say this every- 
where. I preach this everywhere: Mount, MOUNT — for the victory 
of the King! Thy Kingdom come! THY KINGDOM COME! What 
does that mean? SANCTITY. Thy Kingdom of God — sanctity, 
holiness. Thy kingdom come — here (pointing to his heart); and 
when He is King here, oh, then, what wonders you are going to work! 
You are going to radiate wonders, even if you are in an arth chair, 
sick, an invalid, old, useless in appearance — but a saint, a Little 
Flower... 

“Oh, kindle, rekindle every morning, close to the altar, with 
manly, with strong, with burning, with longing desires, the ambition 
to become a saint! With your grace, Jesus, a saint, a saint! Un- 
happily those great desires are too often lacking. We think, ‘That is 
too high for me; that is music, that is not for me.’ 
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“Not long after St. Aloysius of Gonzaga died, St. Mary Magdalen 
de Pazzi, in a vision, saw him very, very high in heaven. Astonished, 
she said: ‘But, Lord, how did he arrive so high? He was not a 
priest, he never celebrated Holy Mass. He was so young...’ And 
Jesus answered: ON THE WINGS OF GREAT DESIRES! 

“It is very comforting to know that HE called you to become 
saints. If it were I calling you, you could say: ‘Father, you are very 
badly mistaken. That is too fine, too rich for me. Your good will 
deceives you!” — No, no, it is not Father Mateo, it is not your con- 
fessor, it is not this or that person. Who is it? There is but ONE. 
He — the guilty One — is there (indicating the picture of the Sacred 
Heart). He cannot be deceived. His wisdom called you, His justice 
called you, His love called you. Then, if it is true that He called 
you, it must be possible for you to become saints. If He — Wisdom, 
Justice and Love — called you to become saints, then it must be quite 
possible, because if He asks a stone to fly He must give wings to that 
stone to fly. Are you that miserable stone? Ah, yes. And if He 
says to the stone, ‘Now, be a stone in My sanctuary, you will be My 
stone: FLY!’ — then He must give wings to the stone to fly. You, 
the stone, will have wings to fly if you have faith, if you are generous. . . 

“You must mount one step every day. He doesn’t ask miracles, 
no, no. It is ridiculous to think how many persons confuse those two 
things: miracles and saints. There are many saints, great saints, who 
never worked miracles during their life; the greatest, Our Lady — 
not one recorded miracle. She is the Queen of the saints, and she 
never worked miracles. He doesn’t ask for miracles, but for a manly 
will, for generosity, for the total gift of self... a great will, a constant 
effort. .. 

“We read, sometimes, queer statements in certain books that I 
do not like. We have many books written with a good will but without 
doctrine, and many of these books are deceiving. For instance, you 
read lives of saints where you find only one thing: That saint was 
born a saint. Since three months old she started fasting. Dear me! 
the baby didn’t take what she ought to take, on Friday! — Never! 
Ridiculous! Those are fancies, those are legends. Excepting Our 
Lady, the saints have never been born saints. The saint becomes a 
saint, little by little. Thomas Aquinas, one of the most wonderful 
geniuses in the Church, was born a genius. A genius is born a genius, 


an artist is born an artist. He became a saint. He could have been . 


a hundred times a rascal. Yes, we have geniuses that are rascals. He 
could have been a dangerous rascal, being so intelligent. He became 
Saint Thomas little by little. Don’t believe those books... They 
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foment in your mind fancies, visions, miracles. No, no! That is 
poetry; poetry is not doctrine. I should like to see you convinced as 
I am that you can become saints. You are not born saints, nor I. 
We can, we must, BECOME saints, we must, with the grace of Our 
Lord.” 

The royal road to sanctity, said Rev. Father, is the “way of Naza- 
reth,” in the beaten track of daily duty — of daily simple life in the 
way of daily duty — each person in the particular state or vocation 
in which God has placed him: The Pope as Pope, the priest as priest, 
whether pastor or young assistant, the Mother Superior as superior, the 
cook as cook — each fulfilling the daily duty of daily life. “But 
sanctity in that beaten track must be acquired by LOVE — by loving 
Our Lord. The Kingdom of God is within you — that is the true 
reign of the Sacred Heart, the true Enthronement of the Sacred Heart. 
The rest must be a beautiful ceremony — the frame, only the frame; 
but the living, loving Jesus, King here (in the heart), in that manly 
will, in that ambition to be a saint. Unfold your wings, soar aloft! 
The King is waiting for the queens, not in the dust of the ordinary 
life of goodness and mediocrity — no, on the pinnacles of holiness 
1»? 


and sanctity! iis ae 


Let us, then, steep ourselves in the sunshine of the Sacred Heart, 
and try every day to make a little more room for Him in our heart, 
by casting out love of self, love of creatures, love for the passing 
things of time. Then indeed our heart will become a place of rest 
for Him, and all who come in contact with us will be attracted and 
helped on their way by Christ within us. Then, though we may remain 
hidden and unknown to all the world, our lives will exert a powerful 
and far-reaching influence, because we will radiate the love and good- 
ness of the Sacred Heart. And though we may never be accorded the 
honor of public veneration as such, in heaven we will surely be 
numbered with that blessed throng whom here on earth we venerate 
as God’s saints. 





Spiritual Vitamin for August 
—~O-r— 


The frequent use of fervent aspirations is a powerful help toward 
self-sanctification. These momentary recollections in God strengthen 
. the soul’s union with Him and increase the fire of its love. The follow- 
ing is suggested for August: — 


O Spirit Paraclete, possess my heart, fill it with holy love of 
Thee, my God, and of all my fellow creatures for Thy. sake. 
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Our Best “Commander-in-Chief’— Our Blessed Mother 
ithe 


: BENIGN sign from heaven to the war-toppling world is 
in appearance. It is the unusually widespread and 
growing recourse to her “who crushes the Satanic 
serpent’s head.” The faithful everywhere sense the 
necessity of her powerful intercession in the present 
plight. 

Several nations, such as Poland and Mexico, some countries in 
South America, and many dioceses in our own country, have solemnly 
dedicated their people to Mary Immaculate and have chosen her as 
their chief Commander and Leader. The Holy Father reminded the 
world of the miraculous intervention of the Blessed Mother to end 
the last World War as she revealed in the apparitions at Fatima in 
Portugal, in 1917. On the 25th anniversary of these apparitions, 
Pius XII dedicated all the nations to her Immaculate Heart, repeating 
her call to pray to her and to do penance. Mindful thereof, Portugal 
has become devotedly Catholic, and is even today spared the horrors 
of war. General Franco placed his scanty army under her protection 
in the Communistic onslaught in Spain. His soldiers wore Mary’s 
scapular, even over their uniforms. He won over the powerful satanic 
forces who were bent upon making a new Bolshevia — or rather, Our 
Blessed Mother won. And the enemies are fuming even today at 
their failure to destroy totally religion and freedom. 

In our own country, the admirable surge and spread of Marian 
devotion in its various forms — the Rosary, the Scapular, the Miracu- 
lous Medal, the Sorrowful Mother, .etc., attracting even non-Catholics, 
manifests the timely eagerness of the faithful for her powerful protec- 
tion. The “Legion of Mary’ is a strong bastion of the “Tower of 
David’’ forming her ‘soldiers of Christ’ into a ‘formidable battle array’ 
in Catholic Action. 

That ALL members of the Mystical Body might stand under her 
care and protection, the recent Popes have devised a Universal League 
of Salvation and Prayer called The Association of Our Lady of Sorrows 
of a Happy Death. Every class and condition of the faithful are 
urged to enlist. It appeals even to the indifferent, for it requires 
no obligations of any kind: no dues, no collections, no special works. 
Great spiritual favors are shared, however, by the members — taken 
by the Popes from the Treasury of the Church. 

The object of the Association concerns everybody, for it aims: 
To obtain the grace of perseverance for the just; the grace of con- 
version for the sinner; and the grace of a good death for all. It is 
especially for our men in military service, many of whom stand in 
imminent danger of death and who will be called upon to offer the 
supreme sacrifice of their lives for their country. 

Those who desire to be enrolled or to learn more about this 
Association may write to the subjoined address. 


Regional Director: Rev. Cyril Mitera, O.F.M. 
1530 Union St., Indianapolis 2, Indiana 
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Know and Explain Your Catholic Faith 
woe fenenefecene 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — The Holy Catholic Church, the Communion of Saints 


Sen ant anent tnonetl 
iI — The Communion of Saints 


fined to this globe of ours; it transcends the material world and 

extends into the timeless domain which lies beyond the grave. It 
embraces not only those who profess the holy Catholic Faith here on 
earth, but penetrates the heavens to embrace all those blessed spirits 
who have fulfilled the destiny ordained for them by God — the angels 
and saints —- who now enjoy the possession of Him in the Beatific 
Vision; and descends to purgatory to gather within its fold the souls 
who are there being purified and are discharging the debt of temporal 
punishment due for sin. 

The faithful on earth, still engaged in the fight against the world, 
the flesh and the devil, constitute the Church Militant. The souls in 
purgatory, who are being purified of the remnants of their sins in 
order that they may be admitted to heaven, make up the Church 
Suffering. And the blessed in heaven, on whom is especially conferred 
the title of saints, because they are forever confirmed in God’s grace, 
form the Church Triumphant. However, these three divisions form 
but one body, the members of which, though in different states, are 
united by the bonds of charity under Jesus Christ as their Head. 
The members of this great community are called saints because they 
have been sanctified in baptism; and even though, among the mem- 
bers of the Church Militant, there are many who have lost the grace 
of God by sin, they are called to a life of holiness, and are destined, 
after having recovered grace by penance, to enjoy one day the glory 
and happiness of the saints in heaven. 

There is a fellowship, an intercourse, between the members of 
the Church on earth, those of the Church in purgatory and of the 
Church in heaven. From this is derived the term ‘‘communion,” which 
signifies an interchange of benefits, of spiritual goods, by the members. 


t HE Church which our Lord Jesus Christ established is not con- 
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Relation between the Church Triumphant and the Church Militant 


Theologians hold that the angels and saints in heaven know what 
passes on earth, and that they are deeply interested in the spiritual 
and temporal welfare of wayfarers here below. This is particularly 
true of the Blessed Virgin, who has a most intimate and complete 
knowledge of the needs of her children on earth, and who is most 
anxious for the salvation of souls redeemed by the Precious Blood 
of her Divine Son. The saints are the dear and intimate friends of 
God. At the same time they cherish a tender affection for us. Know- 
ing from experience the dangers which threaten us and the struggles 
we have to undergo, they sympathize with us and use their influence 
with God to obtain for us countless graces and blessings in order that 
we may pass safely through this period of trial and become worthy 
of the happiness which they now enjoy. 

In this vale of tears, exposed ‘to thousands of temptations, where 
the path of salvation is beset with innumerable pitfalls and dangers, 
what an encouragement it is to know that we have before the throne 
of God an “army” of saints, a host of “elder sisters and brothers,’ 
interested in our victory, always watching over us and praying for us! 

Convincing proof that the saints and angels pray for those on 
earth and that God hears our prayers may be found both in the Old 
and the New Testament. In the Old Testament, there is frequent 
mention of angels being employed in supplications in behalf of men. 
The Angel Raphael said to Tobias: ‘“‘When thou didst pray with 
tears, and didst bury the dead... I offered thy prayers to the Lord’’ 
(Tob. xii. 12). An angel prayed thus for the people of Jerusalem: 
“O Lord of Hosts, how long wilt Thou not have mercy on Jerusalem, 
and on the cities of Juda, with which Thou hast been angry?” 
(Zach. i. 12.) And God was propitious to the prayer of the angel. 
In the Book of Daniel (chap x) we find angels sent to instruct and 
assist him. (These texts, and many others that might be cited, prove 
also that the chosen people of the Old Law believed in the invocation 
of the blessed in heaven.) 

In the New Testament we have the words of Our Lord Himself: 
“There shall be joy in heaven over one sinner who repents, more than 
over ninety-nine just who have no need of repentance” (Luke xv. 7). 
From this it is evident that the angels and saints take a lively interest 
in man’s salvation, and rejoice at the conversion of sinners. 

In the Apocalypse we have a still clearer proof that the blessed 
spirits in heaven intercede for our salvation. In chapter viii, verse 3, 
we read: “And another angel came and stood before the altar, having 
a golden censer; and there was given to him much incense, that he 
might offer it with the prayers of all the saints upon the golden altar 
which is before the throne.’’ Again, in chapter v, verse 8, we read: 
“The four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before 
the Lamb, having each a harp and golden bowls full of incense, which 
are the prayers of the saints.” 

Besides enjoying the benefit of the prayers of the saints, we 
share in the superabundant merits which they gained while on earth, 
which, together with the infinite merits of Jesus Christ, form the 
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“spiritual treasury of the Church.’’ As members of the communion 
of saints, we may draw from this treasury supernatural merit in the 
form of indulgences. And the closer our union with Christ and His 
saints, the more efficacious will be the application of these merits to 
our souls. 

We, on our part, praise and thank God for the graces and glory 
which He has bestowed upon the saints in heaven; we love and honor 
them as the friends of God; we congratulate them on their victory 
and their happiness; we imitate their virtues; we implore their assist- 
ance in our needs, and ask them to offer our prayers to Almighty God. 
We celebrate their feasts, erect shrines.in their honor, venerate their 
relics, statues and pictures, and honor the places hallowed by their 
presence, 

The invocation of the saints has proved a “stumbling block” to 
many outside the fold of the Catholic Church. They accuse Catholics 
of worshiping the saints, and above all, the Mother of God, and of 
rendering to them the honor which is due to God alone. How sad 
it is that so consoling and salutary a practice should be so grossly 
misunderstood! True, our Lord Jesus Christ is the sole Mediator 
between God and man (1 Tim. ii. 5), but He has willed to grant a 
share in this mediatorship to His well-beloved friends, and particularly 
to His most holy Mother. But it is only by virtue of His merits that 
the saints and angels are able to assist us in our needs. Their media- 
tion is in every way secondary and subordinate to that of Christ. Their 
prayers, then, can in no way detract from Our Lord’s office of Mediator, 
nor can the prayers we offer to God through them detract from the 
honor due to Our Lord. On the contrary, we honor Christ when we 
honor His saints, because the holiness of the saints is but a participa- 
tion in His holiness, and in honoring them we glorify Christ. 


That the invocation of the saints and of the Blessed Virgin, the 
Queen of saints, is lawful and useful, is an article of Faith, defined 
by the Council of Trent ‘in the following words: ‘“... The saints 
who reign together with Christ offer up their prayers to God for men. 
It is good and useful suppliantly to invoke them, and to have recourse 
to their prayers, aid, and help for obtaining benefits from God, through 
His Son, Jesus Christ, Our Lord, who is our sole Redeemer and Savior. . . 
They think impiously who deny that the saints who enjoy eternal hap- 
piness in heaven are to be invoked, or who assert either that they do 
not pray for men, or that the invocation of them to pray for each of 
us in particular is idolatry, or that it is repugnant to the Word of God, 
and is opposed to the honor of the one Mediator of God and men, 
Christ Jesus, or that it is foolish to supplicate, vocally or mentally, 
those who reign in heaven’ (Session xxi). 

Certainly the invocation of the saints and angels is not absolutely 
necessary for our salvation, but if we refuse to call upon them and 
upon the Blessed Virgin, we simply neglect a great help, a secure 
means to attain our eternal salvation. We slight the friends of the 
King for fear of dishonoring Him, and doubtless often fail to obtain 
the favors we might have obtained by having recourse to their media- 
tion. : 
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Relation of the Church Triumphant and the Church Militant 
to the Church Suffering 


The saints in heaven, and the Blessed Virgin, are not less inter- 
ested in the souls in purgatory. They know that these souls are sure 
of salvation and greatly desire to be with God and His elect in heaven. 
Hence they beseech Almighty God to have pity on them, to shorten and 
diminish their sufferings, and to admit them to the happiness of para- 
dise. The Blessed Mother of God, in particular, uses her influence with 
her Divine Son in behalf of the poor souls. She is not only the power- 
ful and merciful mother of the elect in heaven and the wayfarers on 
earth, but she is also a most tender and compassionate mother to the 
souls in purgatory. 

The poor souls are utterly unable to help themselves, but, by the 
mercy of God, in virtue of the communion of saints, the faithful on 
earth have it in their power to assist them. By prayer, fasting, alms- 
giving, penance and other good works, by gaining indulgences for them, 
and in particular by offering or having the holy Sacrifice of the Mass 
offered for them, the faithful can make satisfaction for the punish- 
ment still due for their sins and hasten their deliverance from purga- 
tory. By such acts of charity the members of the Church Militant make 
themselves worthy of the mercy of God and win for themselves friends 
who will one day be their powerful intercessors before the throne of 
God. Yes, even in their present state —- according to the opinion of 
many theologians, and as experience would seem to testify —- the poor 
souls can and do assist by their prayers those who assist them and 
call on, them for aid. 

Not only from the beginning of Christianity, but even among the 
chosen people of the Old Law, do we find the practice of offering suf- 
frages for the departed, as is clearly indicated in the Second Book of 
Machabees, chapter xii. After a bloody battle, in which many Jews 
were slain, the survivors offered up prayers to God, that the sins of 
the slain might be forgiven. And Judas Machabeus, the commander, 
made a collection of twelve thousand drachms of silver which he sent 
to Jerusalem for sacrifice to be offered for the sins of the dead. The 
chapter concludes with the words, “It is therefore a holy and whole- 
some thought to pray for the dead, that they may be loosed from 
sins.” 

The doctrine of purgatory is one of the most consoling doctrines 
of our holy Faith, but it is also one of the most severely criticized and 
misunderstood by non-Catholics. They deny the existence of this in- 
termediary state and see in it an invention of the priesthood for mer- 
cenary motives — a means of imposing on the ignorant to extort from 
them money offerings to ‘“‘buy Masses and indulgences’! Even reason 
without faith postulates the existence of purgatory, where souls which 
are not entirely free from stain at the time of death may be purified 
and eventually admitted to the presence of God in heaven. For Holy 
Scripture tells us that nothing defiled shall enter into heaven. (Apoc. 
xxi. 27.) If, then, there were no place where souls could be purified 
after death, the great majority of mankind would be forever excluded 
from the Beatific Vision. Persons dying in the state of mortal sin, we 
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know, are cast into hell to suffer eternal torments. But would it be 
consonant with the mercy and justice of God to inflict the same eternal 
punishment on those who have only the slight stains of venial sin, or 
some debt of temporal punishment still to be expiated? Those who 
deny the existence of purgatory, therefore, argue against reason and 
blaspheme the justice and mercy of God. 


Relation of the Faithful on Earth to Each Other 


The faithful on earth can and do assist each other by practicing 
supernatural charity and especially by performing the spiritual and 
corporal works of mercy. Moreover, each member of the Church 
Militant (unless he be in the state of mortal sin) shares in all the 
Holy Masses, Communions, prayers and good works of all the other 
members offered up in the Church. How wonderful is the thought: 
I, as a member of the Church of Christ, participate in the merit of 
all the Holy Masses offered up, from the first Mass offered by Christ 
at the Last Supper till the last that will be offered on earth; I share 
in the merit of all the Communions that have been or will be received 
in the Church; I participate in the merit of all the austerities ever 
practiced by penitents for love of God, in all the almsdeeds performed, 
in all the labors and toils exercised by Christ’s ministers for the sal- 
vation of souls, in all the works of humility, patience, Divine and 
fraternal charity, and all the endless forms of virtue practiced from 
the beginning till the end of time. And if I were the poorest and 
most abject of men, I have, in the supernatural realm, access to the 
inexhaustible treasure of the merits of Christ and His saints... 

Not until we stand before the judgment seat of God shall we 
know what immense blessings have been bestowed upon us by reason 
of our membership in the communion of saints. How we should re- 
joice, then, and give thanks to God for this inestimable privilege! 
But we should also endeavor to contribute to this common treasure 
by performing good works; for it is only just that he who wishes to 
derive benefit from a common treasure should make every exertion to 
contribute toward this treasure his proper share. 

Faithful Christians on earth who do not formally belong to the 
body of the true Church share in this communion according to the 
measure of their union with Christ and the sincerity with which they 
practice their faith. Sinners, as dead members, forfeit the greatest 
part of these spiritual goods. Nevertheless, by virtue of their union 
with the Church, they still receive various blessings and graces, in 
order that they may be converted. To be continued 


WATCH YOUR DATE! For the benefit of those who 
may not know, the date given on the wrapper of your 
magazine is the date on which your subscription expires. 
Prompt renewal is always deeply appreciated. And may 
we kindly remind our readers to inform us immediately 
of change of address, giving both the old and the new 
address? 
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A Letter from Algiers 
eee 


most interesting letter was received recently from a missionary 

Sister in Algiers, which we believe would be enjoyed by our 

readers because of the glimpse it gives of our soldiers serving 
in that locality. It gives a glimpse also of the apostolate of our little 
magazine, which in providential ways reaches even such remote parts 
of the world. Perhaps it was through the kindness of one of our 
readers that the magazine was sent to these soldiers, and it will be 
encouraging to know how far-reaching were the effects of your little 
apostolic work. The letter follows. 


Birkadem, Algiers, North Africa 
April 16, 1944 
Dear Reverend Mother: 


An old Missionary Sister (Irish-American) is taking the 
liberty of writing to you. My first aim is to tell you the pleasure I 
had in reading your interesting review, “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 
My second aim is to let you know that it was handed over to me by 
some of our good American soldiers who have been camping a few 
blocks distant from our school. 


I, in turn, have forwarded these two numbers, September 
and October, 1943, to our invalid Sisters who love to read English; 
they are over in our sanatorium a mile or so from here; they have 
worked hard on the missions and now they are achieving their life 
of sacrifice in prayer and suffering. I said I received your review 
through the kind thought of our American soldiers. They come to our 
parish church and that is how we got to know them at Christmas, when 
they brought us candy and many very useful little things to make up 
a Christmas tree for our young Arabian pupils. We have 97 of them 
at our day school; before the war we had 150... Our good American 
lads have got quite interested in our apostleship. They do their best 
to help us, buying lace and basket-work, handmade by the native women 
or girls we try to moralize a bit. 


I am so glad to let you know that our Catholic soldiers are 
very good; they stick to their religious duties most devoutly. Some 
of them come over to our school to purchase lace, etc., stamps of the 
colonies or basket-work, for their mothers or wives, and they do like 
to meet an old American Sister from New York City. It makes them 
feel a bit at home. You have no idea, Reverend Mother, how kind 
our dear lads try to behave towards us. They know how hard up we 
are for many necessary things and restrictions are getting worse every 
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day. But never mind that... We must all share in the dreadful scourge 
of war and try to atone by prayer and sacrifice. What I want to beg 
of your community is prayers, prayers for us missionaries and prayers 
for our dear brave American boys who are exposed to so many dangers 
— moral danger is the worst. All are not Catholics, or good Prot- 
estants, or even plain wise men... they are far from their homes and 
families — in foreign countries, etc. etc... Do pray for them, — for 
the good and fervent ones, that God may keep them safe in His holy 
fear and grace; for the feeble and the perverted, that they perish 
not... 

Thank God, our Roman Catholic lads are good, very good; 
all the priests that get in touch with them agree in saying so; but we 
know they need fortitude to keep up their fine character in these dis- 
tant, almost heathen countries. At Christmas, Reverend Father Kirwin, 
an American chaplain from New York City, had four thousand of 
them at his Mass over in the cathedral of Oran. Here in Algiers our 
churches are crowded every Sunday. The sympathy towards our 
American soldiers amongst Europeans and native populations is 
wonderful. 

Now, Reverend Mother, may I rely on your holy prayers and 
sacrifices? I wish I could quote some lovely lines, extracts from letters 
I received from Italy. You would bless God for the fervor and spirit 
of prayer and sacrifice that urges our dear lads to face their duty for 
God and for country. 


I beg to remain united in prayer with you and your Sisters 
and conclude with every best wish from 


Your humble sister in Corde Jesu, 


Sisler Mary SF guoiigns eh 


Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa 
White Sisters of Cardinal Lavigerie. 





Have YOU done your part 
in buying 


U. S. WAR BONDS? 
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Who Can Understand Sin? * 
II 


| ECONDLY, sin kills the Divine life in the soul, it severs 
‘) the union that God wishes to contract with us. I have 
said that God wills to communicate Himself to us in a 
manner surpassing the exigencies of our nature. He 
wills to give Himself to us, not only as an object of 
contemplation, but as an object of union. He effects 
this union here below, in faith, by grace. God is love; 
love tends to unite itself with the beloved object; it desires the beloved 
object to be made one with itself. That is Divine love. 

That is also the love of Christ for us. He comes to give Himself, 
and to give Himself superabundantly as befits one who is God. “I 
came that they might have life and have it more abundantly” (John 
x. 10). He tells His disciples to abide in Him: ‘‘Abide in Me, and I y 
in you” (John xv. 4). And to bring about this union, He does not 
count the cost; neither the humiliations of the manger, the obscurity 
and abasement of the hidden life, the fatigues of His public life, nor 
the agony of the Cross. To perfect this union, He institutes the sacra- 
ments, He establishes the Church, He gives us His Spirit. The soul, 
for its part, when it contemplates all these Divine advances, tends to 
respond to them so as to unite itself to the Sovereign Good. 

Now sin of itself forms an insuperable obstacle to this union. Why 
so? According to the definition of St. Thomas, sin consists in turning 
away from God and turning towards creatures. It is an act committed 
knowingly and willingly, by which man turns away from God, His 
Creator, Redeemer, Father, Friend and Last End, on account of some 
creature. In this act there is a choice made, most often implicitly, but 
always essentially. The creature towards which we turn becomes our 
choice for the moment as far as that depends on us — for death may 
fix us in this choice for all eternity. 

Such then is grievous, deliberate sin: it is a choice made with 
eyes open. It is as if one said to God: “My God, I know Thou dost 
forbid this thing, that in doing it, I shall lose Thy friendship, but I 
shall do it just the same.” You understand at once that mortal sin is 
of its nature opposed to union with God; we cannot by the same act 
unite ourselves to someone and turn away from him. ‘“‘No servant,” 
says Our Lord, ‘“‘can serve two masters. He will hate the one and love 
the other” (Luke xvi. 13). The soul that with its free will consents 
to grievous sin, prefers creatures and its own satisfaction to God and 
the law of God; union with God is completely severed and the Divine 
life destroyed in that soul which becomes the slave of sin. —- “Every- 
one who commits sin is a slave of sin’’ (John viii. 34). The slave of 
sin cannot be the servant of God. Between Belial and Jesus, between 
Lucifer and Christ, there is radical and absolute incompatibility. 
(2 Cor. vi. 14-16.) 

As the source of our holiness is Christ Jesus, you will understand 





*From ‘‘Christ, the Life of the Soul,’’ by Dom Columba Marmion, 0.8.B. 
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too that if a soul turns away from Him by mortal sin, it turns away 
from life. This soul that had supernatural life only by the grace of 
Christ, becomes, by sin, a dead branch no longer receiving the Divine 
sap. This is why sin which totally breaks off the union established 
by grace is called mortal sin. You see what an evil it is for us, an evil 
opposed to our true beatitude. ‘He that loveth iniquity hateth his own 
soul’”’ (Ps. x. 6). Sin which destroys the life of grace within us renders 
us powerless to merit supernaturally; such a soul cannot merit any- 
thing de condigno, by strict and rigorous right, like one possessing 
grace, not even the grace of returning to God. If God grants contrition, 
it is through His mercy, because He vouchsafes to stoop to His fallen 
creature. As you know, all the activity of a soul in a state of mortal 
sin is fruitless for heaven, however brilliant this activity may appear in 
the eyes of the world, in the natural domain. A withered branch, by 
its own fault no longer receiving the Divine sap of grace, the soul that 
remains in this state is likened by Christ Jesus Himself to dead wood, 
good for nothing but to be cast into the fire to be burnt. (John xv. 6.) 


III 


I have said that Christ ever intercedes with His Father that grace 
may abound in His disciples: ‘He lives always to make intercession 
for them” (Heb. vii. 25). But the soul that abides in sin no longer 
belongs to Christ, but to the devil. Satan takes the place of Christ in 
this soul. Placing himself in opposition to Christ, the devil becomes 
the accuser of the soul before God. Day and night he claims it as his 
own. 


And suppose death surprises the soul in this state. Our Lord 
Himself has warned us that He will come “as a thief and thou shalt not 
know at what hour I will come to thee” (Apoc. iii. 3). The state of 
aversion to God then becomes unchangeable; the depraved disposition 
of the will, fixed in its term, is no longer subject to change; the soul 
ean no longer return to its ultimate good from which it is forever 
separated. Eternity does but ratify and confirm the state of super- 
natural death freely chosen by the soul in turning away from God. It 
is no longer the time of probation and mercy; it is the hour of finality 
and justice: ‘The Lord is the God to whom revenge belongeth”’ (Ps. 
xciii. 1). And this justice is terrible, because with a mighty hand God 
will then avenge His rights, up to now voluntarily ignored and ob- 
stinately despised, in spite of so many Divine advances and appeals: 
“Because the Lord is a strong avenger” (Jer. li. 56). 

Christ Jesus has willed, for the good of our souls, to reveal this 
truth to us; God knows all things in their depth and essence, without 
an atom of exaggeration being mingled wth His judgments: ‘Weight 
and balance are judgments of the Lord” (Prov. xvi. 11), for He judges 
all without passion. ‘He judges with tranquillity” (Wis. xii. 18). God 
is Eternal Wisdom, regulating all things with weight and measure; He 
is Supreme Goodness; He has accepted the abundant satisfaction given 
by Jesus upon the Cross for the crimes of the world. And yet, when 
the hour of eternity strikes, God pursues sin with His hatred,* into 
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endless torment, into the outer darkness where, according to our 
blessed Savior’s own words, there is only weeping and gnashing of 
teeth (Matt. xxii. 13); into this gehenna where the fire is not extin- 
guished (Mark ix. 43); where Christ showed the wicked rich man with 
the hardened heart beseeching the one who had been the poor Lazarus 
to dip the tip of his finger in water and come and place it on his burn- 
ing lips, for he was “tormented in this flame’’ (Luke xvi. 24). Such is 
the greatness of. the horror with which God, whose sanctity and sov- 
ereignty are infinite, regards the deliberate and obstinate ‘‘no’’ with 
which the creature has responded to His commands. This soul, Jesus 
Himself says, will go into everlasting punishment. 


Certainly this pain of inextinguishable fire is terrible; but what is 
it compared to the pain of being forever deprived of God and of Christ? 
What is it to feel oneself eternally drawn with all the natural energy of 
one’s being towards the enjoyment of God, and to see oneself eternally 
thrust back? The essence of hell is this inextinguishable thirst for 
God which tortures the soul created by Him, for Him. Here below, it 
is possible for the sinner to avert his thoughts from God by occupying 
himself with creatures, but, once entered into eternity, he finds himself 
alone with God. And it is to lose Him forever. Only those who know 
what the love of God is can understand what it is to lose the Infinite. 
To hunger and thirst for infinite beatitude, and never possess it! ‘‘De- 
part from Me, ye cursed” (Matt. xxv. 41), says the Lord, “I know 
you not.” I called you to share My glory and beatitude; I wished to 
fill you with all “spiritual blessings’ (Eph. i. 1-3); therefore I gave you 
My Son and filled Him with the fulness of grace that it might overflow 
upon you. He was the Way destined to lead you to Truth and Life; 
He accepted to die for you; He gave you His merits and satisfactions; 
He gave you His Church, He gave you His Spirit; with Him, what have 
I not given you, so that you might one day take part in the eternal 
banquet which I have prepared for the glory of this well-beloved Son? 
You have had years to make yourself ready for it and you would not. 
You insolently despised My merciful advances, you rejected light and 
life; now the time has gone by; depart from Me, ye cursed, I know you 
not, for you do not bear the likeness of My Son. There is only place 
in My Kingdom for His brethren who, by grace, are like unto Him. 
Depart to the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels; because 
you chose sin, “you are of your father, the devil’? (John viii. 44 and 
John iii. 8), and bear his image. I know you not! What a torment 
to hear this sentence from the lips of the Eternal Father: Ye cursed, 
I know you not! 

Then, says Jesus, sinners will cry in despair. They will say to the 
mountains: “Fall upon us,” and to the hills, “Cover us’ (Luke xxiii. 
30); but all these damned, whom sin has forever separated from God, 
are given up as a living prey to the gnawing worm of remorse which 
never dies, to the fire which is never extinguished, to the fury of de- 


*This word ‘hatred’ does not mean a sentiment existent in God, but the moral 
result produced by the presence of God in the creature for ever fixed in the state of 
sin and of rebellion against the Divine law; God’s hatred is the exercise of His 
justice. It is the consequence of the eternal laws following their free course. 
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mons, to the bitterest and saddest despair. Despite themselves, they 
are unwillingly bound to repeat those words of Scripture of which, in 
the light of eternity, they grasp the full intent so terrible for them: 
“Thou art just, O Lord, and Thy judgment is right; the judgments of 
the Lord are true, justified in themselves” (Ps. cxviii. 137; Ps. xviii. 
10). The condemnation which everlastingly weighs upon us is our 
own work, the result of our will: ‘‘Therefore we have erred from the 
way of truth” (Wis. v. 6). 

What an evil is that which, destroying Divine life in the soul, 
threatens it with so great a punishment!... If even once only, we 
have committed a deliberate mortal sin, we have deserved to be fixed 
in our choice for all eternity, and ought to say to God: “It is Thy 
mercy that has saved me”’ (Thren. iii. 22). 

Sin is the enemy of God, and it is because God is holy that He 
thus condemns sin for all eternity. If we truly loved God, we should 
feel as God does towards sin. ‘“‘You that love the Lord, hate evil’ 
(Ps. xevi. 10). It is written of Our Lord: “Thou hast loved justice 
and hated iniquity” (Ps. xliv. 8). Let us ask Him, especially when 
praying at the foot of the Crucifix, to make us share in this hatred 
of the one true evil of our soul. 

Far be it from me to wish to establish our spiritual life on the 
fear of everlasting punishment. For, says St. Paul, we have not re- 
ceived the spirit of servile fear, the spirit of the slave who fears chas- 
tisement, but the spirit of Divine adoption. However, do not forget 
that Our Lord, whose words, as He Himself says, are principles of life 
for our souls, tells us to fear not chastisement but the Almighty who 
has power to cast our body and soul forever “‘into gehenna.’’ And 
note that when Our Lord gives this admonition of the fear of God to 
His disciples, He does so because they are His friends: ‘But I say 
to you, MY FRIENDS” (Luke xii. 4). It is a testimony of love He 
gives them in thus instilling in them this salutary fear. 

Holy Scripture proclaims that those are blessed who fear the Lord: 
“Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord” (Ps. cxi. 1). Many of the 
sacred pages are filled with such praises. God demands of us this 
homage of holy fear, filial and full of reverence. There are impious 
men whose hatred of God touches on madness. Who was that atheist 
who said: “If there be a God I will undertake to endure His hell for 
all eternity, rather than to bow myself down before Him’? Madman, 
who could not put his finger in the flame of a candle without im- 
mediately withdrawing it! 

See, too, how St. Paul insisted that Christians should keep them- 
selves from all sin. He knew the incomparable riches of God’s mercy 
to us in Christ Jesus, “Rich in mercy” (Eph. ii. 4); none has cele- 
brated them better than he nor with more force and holy enthusiasm; 
none has known like him, how to place in contrast with our weakness 
the triumph of the grace of Jesus; again,.none has known like him 
how to inspire such confidence in the superabundance of Christ’s merits 
and satisfactions; and yet he says “‘it is a fearful thing” for the soul, 
after having obstinately resisted the Divine law, “‘to fall into the hands 
of the living God” (Heb. x. 31). O Father in heaven, deliver us from evil! 

To be continued 
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Kittle [rovers” freague 
PRR 

, OW lovely it is to think of the beauties of our holy Faith! 

One thought just seems to crowd upon another whenever 

we stop to think how wonderful our holy religion is. 

The love of Our Lord, His goodness in giving us the 

wonderful treasure of the holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in 

giving Himself to us for our spiritual Food in Holy 

Communion and remaining in the tabernacle as our best Friend; the 
love of our Blessed Mother, and the beautiful devotion of the Rosary; 
the beauty of the angels, the happiness of heaven — all these things 
come to our mind almost at the same time. And we never grow tired 
of thinking and speaking of them. And when we think of God and 
of Our Blessed Mother and the angels, we try to form a picture of 
them in our minds, as did the children in the following little incident. 

A new statue of Our Lady had been put in the church, and the 
school children had gone to see it, and to say a little prayer in honor 
of Our Blessed Mother. Talking among themselves afterwards, one 
of the children said: “Suppose Our Lady appeared among us — I 
wonder what she really would look like?” Well, that was a problem, 
but soon someone spoke up and said, “I think I know how she would 
look. She would be dressed in blue, with beautiful jewels fastened 
to her garments and roses on her feet.” “Yes,” said another, “and 
I think she would have a lovely veil over her beautiful hair, and be 
all glowing and sweet.” A third one added, “She would have a rosary 
in her hand and she would move among us very graciously and kindly.” 
And then a little boy remarked: “I don’t know what she would be 
dressed in. I don’t know whether she would have jewels or not, but 
I know how Our Lady would look.” “Oh,” cried the others, “you 
don’t know how Our Lady would be dressed, but you know how she 
would look!” “How she would look at me, I mean,” said the little 
fellow earnestly. “And how would she look at you?” asked his com- 
rades. “Just like my mother does,” replied the little boy. 

Yes, dear Little Lovers, this little boy was right. And how happy 
and proud you should be to have the glorious Mother of God for 
your Mother too. You can never think of her too much, nor honor 
her too much, for in honoring her you honor God. Because she is 
so truly lovable, so holy, so great and glorious, you must try to grow 
in love for her each day. To do this you must honor her by some 
little devotions such as reciting fervently the beautiful prayer she 
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loves so well, the Hail Mary, and also the Rosary, in which the Hail 
Mary occurs so often. And if you really love her, you will imitate 
her virtues — her humility, her purity, her obedience, her charity 
and goodness, and all the others. 

The month of August is dedicated to the honor of Our Blessed 
Mother’s Immaculate Heart. During the month of June, we pay 
special honor to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Next to the Heart of Jesus, 
the Heart of Mary is most pleasing to God. It is the mirror reflecting 
all the beauty of the Heart of Jesus. It is a heart burning with love 
for Jesus, and with desire to teach us how to love Him. No doubt all 
of our Little Lovers honor the Sacred Heart of Jesus on the first 
Friday of the month, and try to make reparation for the sins com- 
mitted against It. But how many honor Our Blessed Mother’s heart 
on the first Saturday? Our Blessed Lady wants souls to honor her 
in a special way on the first Saturday of the month. About twenty- 
seven years ago she appeared to three little children in Portugal, and, 
except that her dress and mantle were white, she looked almost like 
the little children whom we told you about at the beginning thought 
she would. She had a beautiful white rosary in her hand and urged 
the children to pray the Rosary often. She especially asked them to 
pray it on the first Saturday of the month, and said that on that day 
they should think for a while on the mysteries of the Rosary and 
offer Holy Communion in reparation to her Immaculate Heart for the 
insults committed against it. Sometime we shall tell you more about 
the three little children, especially little Jacinta and Francisco Marto, 
whom we know you will want to imitate in their love for Our Blessed 
Mother. But this month we urge you to renew your devotion to Mary 
and the holy Rosary and to grow in love for her Immaculate Heart. 


Practice: Begin this month to make the First Saturdays in honor 
of Our Blessed Mother. Pray the Rosary and think about its mys- 
teries. Go to Holy Mass and receive Holy Communion in reparation. 
(The first Saturday of August comes on August 5 and this is also a 
feast day of Our Lady.) 


Aspiration: Mary, my Mother Immaculate, my sweetness after 
Jesus, I love you. 
tte 
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Spiritual “Manna” for August 


. THE MYSTERIES OF MARY — A devotional explanation of the * 
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fifteen principal feasts of Our Blessed Lady, with a prayer 
suitable for a novena for each feast. 10¢ 


LITURGICAL NOVENAS and TRIDUUMS — This booklet offers 
‘for All the Feasts of the Blessed Virgin a twofold means of 
bringing:souls clos- 
_ er to God through union with Mary. The first is through 
novenas and triduums based on the Liturgy of the Chyrch, 
which provides a special devotion for each of Our Lady’s 
numerous feasts. The second means, explained in Part II, is 
De Montfort’s perfect consecration. A splendid booklet for 
August, during which Mary is honored bythe feast of Our 
Lady of Snows (Aug. 5), the Assumption (Aug. 15), Refuge 
of Sinners (Aug. 13), Health of the Sick (Aug. 26), and 
Our Lady of Consolation (Sat. after feast of St. Augustine). 
128 pages. 15¢ : 
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ASSUMPTION NOVENA BOOKLET — A: thirty-two page booklet . 
with a special prayer for each of the nine days previous to 
the feast of the Assumption. 3 for 10¢ 


RAMBLING ROSES — Two delightful booklets for children of 
‘ BOY HEROES grade. school age, telling the story of the - 
saintly lives of girls and boys of our own times. Ideal gifts. 
as a remembrance of a birthday, First Holy-Communion etc. 
Attractive covers. 48 pages, with several illustrations. Each 
- booklet, 10¢ 7 


SR. M. FORTUNATA VITI, 0.S.B. — One of God’s heroines, 
whose inspiring biography will edify you. Like the Little 
Flower, she continues after death her life of generous char- 7 
ity by obtaining marvelous favors for her clients, by which 3 
she has won for herself the title of: ‘The Merciful Helper 
of Veroli.”” Attractive paper cover. 218 pages, 9 illustra-~ 
tions. 30¢ 


THROUGH DEATH TO LIFE — A booklet that should be in 
every Catholic home, : Explains the beautiful meaning and 7 


instructions for making ready for its administration. Also >; 
gives practical advice for the care of the sick and tells how" , 
to assist dying non-Catholics. 10¢ 





Reduction for quantities. Postage extra on all orders. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde; Missouri 
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The Greatest Thing in the World 


From the silence of the Tabernacle 
our Divine Savior addresses to souls the 
same touching reproach He once ad- 
dressed to the Samaritan woman: “If 
thou didst know the Gift of God!” 

This Gift? It is Himself, His ador- 
able Person, imolated on our altars in 
the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. Would 
that all Catholics realized the gift of 
Holy Mass, the supreme act of worship, 
giving infinite atonement, infinite ador- 
ation, infinite thanksgiving, infinite sup- 
plication to God through Jesus Christ, 

in Jesus Christ, with Jesus Christ. Would that souls realized 
that to participate in the Holy Sacrifice is their most exalted 
privilege; that to love it, is the test of their faith; that Holy 
Mass is the chief of all their helps, the principal source of 
all their blessings; yes, that it is the greatest thing in the world. 


The Treasures of the Mass — A full explanation of the 
Mass, its prayers, ceremonies and symbolism. A splendid book 
for a study of the Mass, recommended by prelates and priests. 
6 x 9 inches. 128 pages. 25¢ 


Study Club Outline of the Mass — Based on “The 
Treasures of the Mass,’’ suggesting significant points for individ- 
ual or group study. 5¢ per copy. 3 for 10¢ 


My Daily Companion at Mass — <A handy booklet for 
use at daily Mass. Contains the Ordinary of the Mass in Latin 
and English, with appropriate prayers for the Proper parts in- 
serted; also daily prayers, confession and Communion devotions. 
10¢ 

God Himself, Our Sacrifice — An inspiring treatise on 


the Holy Mass and its inestimable value. 10¢ 


The Divine Drama — A poetic appreciation of the sub- 
lime beauties and mysteries of Holy Mass, written in blank verse 
by a priest. 10¢ 


Reduction for quantities, Postage extra on all orders. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetua] Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








